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R
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A
bout M

rs. Loontjer

●
Fifteen years of teaching 
experience
○

Ten years at C
anyon V

ista
■

Four years in 8th grade LA
■

S
ix years in 6th LA

○
Five years teaching private reading and 
w

riting classes in 1st-9th grade
●

G
raduate of the U

niversity of Texas at 
A

ustin
●

O
riginally from

 S
an A

ntonio, Texas
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-
H

igh interest novels read together
-

Lots of discussion
-

W
riting in response to reading

G
oals:

-
deeper thinking about w

hat they read
-

strong “fix-up” strategies w
hen they get 

stuck
-

an increased love of reading



B
ooks W

e’re P
lanning to R

ead



R
eading E

xpectations and 
A

ccountability - O
utside B

ook
*S

tudents need to read their current book for 30 
m

inutes daily (sam
e hom

ew
ork as LA

 - they do not 
need to double).

*S
tudents should bring their current book to class 

E
V

E
R

Y
 D

A
Y

. (The book travels to and from
 

school.) 

*S
tudents are held accountable using “S

tatus.” 



S
tatus

*S
tatus is a system

 for the teacher to track 
the students’ reading.

*W
e take status nearly every day during 

the first ten m
inutes of class. (C

urrent book 
title, page, total num

ber of pages)

*G
rades are given on status based on 

individual reading goals set by the student 
and teacher.



Typical C
lass A

genda
●

10 m
inutes - S

tatus/reading current 
book/individual reading conferences

●
5-10 m

inutes - responding to m
y individual notes 

in thought log/individual w
riting conferences

●
20 m

inutes - reading class novel together and 
discussing as w

e go (fix-up strategies, deeper 
m

eaning, w
riterly decisions)

●
10-15 m

inutes - P
racticing a target reading skill 

(som
etim

es together, som
etim

es individually)



G
rading

D
aily G

rades - 25%
 - on average, ten per six w

eeks
●

In class assignm
ents based on daily lessons

●
Thought log responses to current book and class 
book

Q
uiz G

rades - 40%
 - on average, four per six w

eeks
●

S
hort w

riting pieces
●

In class reading quizzes

Test G
rades - 35%

 - on average, tw
o per six w

eeks
●

Longer w
ritten responses to literature

●
P

rojects



V
isit M

rs. Loontjer’s W
ebsite

http://loontjer.w
eebly.com

/



Q
uestions?


