
W
elcom
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6th G
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Language A
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A
bout M

rs. Loontjer

●
Fifteen years of teaching 
experience
○

Ten years at C
anyon V

ista
■

Four years in 8th grade LA
■

S
ix years in 6th LA

○
Five years teaching private reading and 
w

riting classes for 1st-9th grade students
●

G
raduate of the U

niversity of Texas at 
A

ustin
●

O
riginally from

 S
an A

ntonio, Texas



G
rading

D
aily G

rades - 25%
 - on average, ten per six w

eeks
●

In class assignm
ents based on daily lessons

●
O

ccasional hom
ew

ork assignm
ents

Q
uiz G

rades - 40%
 - on average, four per six w

eeks
●

C
um

ulative w
riting pieces (single draft)

●
In class quizzes

Test G
rades - 35%

 - on average, tw
o per six w

eeks
●

P
ublished, m

ultidraft w
riting pieces

●
U

nit tests



R
eading E

xpectations and 
A

ccountability
*S

tudents need to read their current book for 30 
m

inutes daily.

*S
tudents should bring their current book to class 

E
V

E
R

Y
 D

A
Y

. (The book travels to and from
 school.)

*S
tudents are expected to record books finished (as 

w
ell as next books) on the book log in their w

riters’ 
notebooks.  

*S
tudents are held accountable using “S

tatus.” 



S
tatus

*S
tatus is a system

 to track the students’ 
reading.

*I take status nearly every day during the first five 
to ten m

inutes of class. (C
urrent book title, page, 

total num
ber of pages)

*A
s I take status, I conference w

ith students 
individually about their reading.

*G
rades are given on status based on individual 

reading goals set by the student and teacher.



W
hat about w

riting?
*S

tudents are expected to w
rite regularly in the w

riter’s 
notebook.  These entries are usually started in class and 
m

ight be finished outside of class.  Their notebooks should 
com

e back and forth betw
een hom

e and school, just like their 
current reading book.

*In the w
riter’s notebook, students w

ill explore different w
riting 

techniques and genres in order to strengthen their w
riting skills.  

B
y doing so, they w

ill grow
 as independent thinkers and 

w
riters.  M

any of their published w
riting pieces w

ill originate 
from

 these notebook entries.

* “A
 w

riter’s notebook give you a place to live like a w
riter, not 

just in school during w
riting tim

e, but w
herever you are, at any 

tim
e of day.”

-R
alph Fletcher



W
riting W

orkshop
*E

ach six w
eeks, w

e w
ill publish at least one piece of 

w
riting. 

-
S

om
e w

ill be based in the curriculum
-

S
om

e w
ill be choice pieces com

ing out of the 
w

riter’s notebook.

*W
e w

ill take these w
riting pieces through the w

riting 
process (collecting in the w

riter’s notebook, planning, 
drafting, revising, editing, publishing).

*Individualized instruction takes place through w
riting 

conferences.
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R
eading G

enres:
- Literary N

onfiction
- Literary Fiction
- P

oetry
- P

ersuasion
- E

xpository
- M

ultigenre

W
riting G

enres:
-Literary N

onfiction
-R

eading R
esponse

-P
oetry

-P
ersuasive/E

xpository    
 E

ssay
-M

ultigenre P
roject



V
isit M

rs. Loontjer’s W
ebsite

http://loontjer.w
eebly.com

/



Q
uestions?


